















Our involvement with the Social Justice Living and Learning Community is 
an organization that performs projects in order to improve the community 
that we live in around Dayton, Ohio.  Through this organization, we have had 
events to work with the community around us that entailed a variety of 
service projects to be done throughout the year. One event in particular was 
our book drive.  We bought and wrapped books for young students around 
the Dayton community. Through this project we were trying to promote 
literacy throughout the Dayton community. Our spring semester project is 
to tutor students at Holy Angels School. We completed our twelve hours of 
service tutoring at Holy Angels School just outside of the University of 
Dayton campus. The age ranges of the children that we worked with 
typically ranged from kindergarten through the fifth grade. The mission of 
Holy Angels is to provide a challenging education through the works of the 
parish. The school is committed to helping their students grow in their faith 
life and in academics. While working at Holy Angels, we partook in several 
activities with the students such as assisting students with the alphabet, 
reviewing vocabulary words, reading books of their choice out loud, 
reviewing math skills through flashcards and games. This experience has 
allowed us to form bonds with the children and staff. We have all grown 
through our experiences with the Social Justice Living and Learning 
Community. 
 
Social Justice Mission 
 
Building Communities for Social Justice LLC Mission Statement  
   
We are a living learning community that: 
   
 Engages in a process of intellectual inquiry 
 Productively negotiates and creates space for critical 
listening and the free exchange of ideas 
 Holistically integrates academic, residential, and co-
curricular experiences 
 Deploys the particular methodologies of the 
Humanities disciplines, specifically those associated 
with the study of English, Philosophy, and Religion 
 Fosters an interdisciplinary approach to fundamental 
human concerns, e.g., what it means to be human 
 Focuses on apprehending and addressing issues of 
Social Justice, such as stewardship, solidarity with 
those different from us, commitment to the integrity 
and equality of all human life, and dedication to the 
common good 
 Encourages undergraduate research that is informed 
by the experience of service learning  
 
Plato was an ancient Greek philosopher who wrote The Cave. Plato worked in ancient 
Greece, around 400 B.C. Plato has thirty-six dialogues and thirteen letters in his collection 
of works. The Cave is amongst his most popular works. It is a philosophical story about 
the theory of truth, and how we perceive reality. It is a story of people who are put into a 
cave and stare at shadows.  The only way that they experience reality is by the the 
shadowy images projected on a wall because of a fire that is burning behind them. If a 
man left the cave and went outside into the light of reality then he would immediately be 
blinded and every image he saw would affect him negatively. After the man walked 
around the real world for a while, he would eventually realize that reality is outside in the 
light and not in the cave. It would be the man’s duty according to Plato to go back and tell 
all of his members in the cave that reality exists outside of the cave. The Cave related to 
our service learning because as student at the University of Dayton we are stuck in a cave. 
As Plato explains in the allegory, it is our duty as tutors to be sharing our experiences of 
the world with our students, so that they may have a better understanding of what the 
world is like around them on a daily basis. 
 
John Rawls was an American Philosopher who taught that we need to achieve equality in society. He attended Princeton University and he later 
taught at Harvard University and received the James Bryant Conant University Professorship. One specific theory is the “original position”. The 
“original position” is when everybody starts at a certain point and they are granted freedom, wealth, power, food, and money.  Everyone starts 
equal in social standing through the “original position” so that we have more equality in the world around us. Original position is an ideological 
theory but one of his other theories, social contracts, are used every day. Rawls explains that a social contract is an agreement that is not written 
down. An example of this in a grade school would be an agreement between two students who know not to look through each other’s desks. Rawls 
also talks about primary goods. A primary good is something that everyone has an equal right to attain in their lives. Examples of primary goods 
are food, shelter, and education. All children should have the write to learn at the highest level they can according to Rawls. For our service we are 
working one on one with the children and getting things done on the individual level. Overall, both of Rawls’ teachings taught that equality in the 
world leads to happiness and peace and we saw this work in person while tutoring at Holy Angels. 
 
The Cave 
A Theory of Social Justice 
Reflection 
There was much that we expected as a group before we began our tutoring 
at Holy Angels School. One way we assumed that we would come in 
contact with the students was by instructing the students on the alphabet. 
After tutoring however there were not many students who were the age of 
kindergarteners so we did not have to work with the students on their 
alphabet often. When we did however, we used tiny blocks with the 
different letters of the alphabet on them and we had the students put the 
letters in alphabetical order. Also, throughout tutoring at Holy Angels we 
rarely ever worked with more than one student at a time. This was good 
because it helped us develop more of a relationship with the students and it 
allowed the students to feel more comfortable about being tutored by 
University of Dayton students. The students were always so happy when we 
would be there to tutor them in a variety of subjects. They looked up to us as 
role models and it made us feel good that the students would be so excited 
for us to come. We enjoyed tutoring the students because it helped us bring 
back memories of when we were their age. It allowed us to reflect on the 
things we were interested in at their age, and even allowed us to remember 
all of our favorite teachers from grade school. The most popular subject that 
the students needed to work on was mathematics. We would work with 
them by doing flash cards and a variety of different multiplication and 
division problem worksheets. We strongly enjoyed doing all of these 
exercises, and it even got us to consider changing our majors and going in to 
a career that concerned students. It was fantastic to see students grow over 
the course of a few weeks. All three of us agreed that it would have been 
great to have role models to look up to when we were that age, and we feel 
like it would have allowed us to become more comfortable asking for help 
at the college level. Overall, our experiences at Holy Angels School were 
extremely similar to what we expected. We walked away from this tutoring 
experience with only positive learning experiences. 
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Students engaged in learning activities 
 
Holy Angels School in Dayton, Ohio 
Outcomes 
 Work with the students on the 
alphabet. 
 Work with more than one student at a 
time. 
 Show us some resistance because of 
the added academics. 
 Increase students mathematics skills  
The logo of Holy Angels School in Dayton, Ohio 
Students receiving good grades for their hard work 
Holy Angels Mission 
Holy Angels mission is to provide a challenging education through the works 
of the parish. The school is committed to helping their students grow in their 
faith life and in academics. 
